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From The President’s Desk

Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Incorporated was founded
in the early 20th Century when the intensive need for
social justice for African Americans had reached a
crescendo. Twenty-two young women at Howard University in Washington, D.C. founded the Sorority in January 1913. Two months later, the Sorority joined the
historic women’s march in Washington, D.C. for
women’s right to vote in all elections, national, state and
local.

Angelette Arias, Chapter President

From that point onward, Delta Sigma Theta Sorority,
Inc. and its hundreds of chapters across the nation as
well as international chapters have been most vocal and
visible in social justice matters in their respective regions and nationally. Since its charter in 1965, the Fort
Myers Alumnae Chapter has actively engaged in promoting social justice in Southwest Florida.
The first major issue for the Chapter was the integration of the public school system.

Delta’s Social Action Journey

Geraldine Ware
Chair, Social Action
Committee

Social Action Committee Members visit Lee County
Commision Chambers about redistricting

By Audrea Anderson
Since its creation in 1887, Lee County, Florida
and the entire Southwest Florida region have posed
social justice challenges for African Americans. In
the early days of Lee County’s settlement, the
founding fathers pushed African American settlers
up the hill across the railroad tracks into an area
now known as Dunbar. That’s how Fort Myers
earned its place in the “top five most segregated
cities in America.”
The current challenge for social justice is the
issue of redistricting. At the end of each decade,
the United States census is completed. Each state,
region, county, city and local governmental authority draws redistricting lines based on census data.
The Lee County Board of County Commissioners
is currently engaged in that process. We urge the
Lee District School Board to draw its own redistricting lines.
The social action committee of the Fort Myers
Alumnae Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority,
Inc. has taken on the redistricting issue because of
the blatant gerrymandering of Dunbar in the last
redistricting process in 2011. Committee chairperson Soror Geraldine Ware leads the social action
committee in engaging the Lee County Board of

County Commissioners (BoCC) during this process. Several organizations across Lee County have joined the action to add their voices to our refrain: “Do not
gerrymander Dunbar. Keep the process open, fair, transparent and equitable for all, especially for African Americans whose rights were trampled in the last redistricting
process.”
Like most effective leaders, Soror Ware continues to
encourage all citizens and organizations who love
democracy and want justice for the Dunbar community
and all Lee communities, to attend commissioners’ meetings and share their opinion with the BoCC. Community
organizations from across Lee County are participating
including Voices for Racial Justice, the Lee League of
Women Voters, the Sanibel League of Women Voters, the
Democratic Black Caucus, the Lee County NAACP, Progressive Women of Southwest Florida, Women for a Better Lee and members from several African American
churches. We look forward to the Pan Hellenic Council
of Southwest Florida joining our efforts.
Ware and her social action committee began organizing in August, well before commissioners announced
their process and timeline for redistricting. On September
7, representatives of several community organizations
gathered at the Old Courthouse building in the Board of
County Commission Chambers to address commission-

Audrea Anderson
Member, Social Action
Committee

ers on the subject of redistricting. Sorors Ware and
Anderson were among those who addressed the
commissioners during the public hearing phase of
the meeting, all echoing the request for a transparent and fair process.
Two additional BoCC meetings require all concerned citizens to attend. November 2, at 6 p.m. in
the Old Lee County Courthouse at 2120 Main
Street is the venue for the pivotal meeting to review map options, those drawn by the commissioners’ staff and those submitted. Please note that
this evening meeting is designed specially to accommodate citizens who work a day schedule. On
November 16, at its regular Tuesday 9:30 a.m.
meeting, commissioners will adopt their new map.
Currently, nine maps are under consideration by
the commissioners. Maps 1,2,4,5 should be deleted
now because they gerrymander Dunbar. Commissioners retained them. Maps #3, #6A, #6B, and
(NAACP’s) #6C and (Commissioner Hamman’s)
#7 are all being considered. Please go to
leegov.com/redistricting and review the maps
along with the accompanying demographics. You
may email your opinion to the commissioners
using this address: 2021redistricting@ leegov.com.

