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Fort Myers Promotes Firefighters
A Mother's Dream Come True:
Raising a Son to be a Hero!

Proud mother, Cliffonny Teal-Caldwell pins and hugs her Firefighter son, Chaydon Foster at
the Fort Myers Fire Department’s Promotions and Awards Ceremony.
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WHERE TO FIND US
AFCAAM/Michigan Ave.
All Plus Beauty Store/Fowler Ctr.

American Legion Post 192/MLK Blvd.
American Legion Post,/Downtown
Bethel A.M.E. Church/Naples
Boyd Funeral Home/MLK Blvd.
Bryson Insurance Bail Bonds/ MLK Blvd.
Carrie Robinson Center/Edison Ave.
CCMI/MLK Blvd.
Chaney's Barbershop/MLK Blvd.
Charleston Park Center
Chelles Restaurant at QLC
City Fish Market/ Edison Ave.
Christ Centered Bookstore
Covenant Crab Co./ Fowler Ctr.
Crab Trap/Fowler Ctr.
Crouches Gas/Edison Ave.
Darryl & Dave's Barbers/Fowler Ctr.
Dunbar Jupiter Hammond Library
Downtown Library
Dr. Ella Piper Center
Edward Jones Investment/Lehigh
Farmer's Market/Edison Ave.
First Assembly Cornerstone/MLK Blvd.
Followers of Christ Fellowship Min.
Ft. Myers Housing/Admin/Mich. Ave.
Ft. Myers Housing/Sen Ctr/Mich. Ave.
Ft. Myers Police Department
Friendship Baptist Church/MLK Blvd.
Hickson Funeral Home/MLK Blvd.
Hodges University /Ft. Myers
Hodges University /Naples
Hook's Fish & Chicken/MLK Blvd.
Jeans Plus & More/Carrell Corners
Kappa Dev. Ctr./P. Beach Blvd.
Lee Co. Black History Society/MLK Blvd.
Lee Co. Library/Downtown Fort Myers
Lee Physician's Group/MLK Blvd.
Lehigh Community Center/Lehigh
Lias Grocery/Michigan Ave.
Looking Good Fashion/Fowler Ctr.
Macedonia M. B. Church/Naples
Maximum Hair Care/Carrell Corners
Melvin Morgan Building
Mt. Hermon Church/MLK Blvd.
Mt. Olive AME Church/Orange Ave.
Mt. Pleasant Church/Harlem Lakes
Nations Association/P.B. Blvd.
Neighborhood Discount/Ford St.
New Image Tabernacle/N. Ft. Myers
North Law Firm/Colonial Blvd.
N'Trigue Beauty Salon/Carrell Corners
Oxford School of Music/Evans Ave.
Palmetto Church Of God
Peaceful Garden Funeral Hm./Fowler St
Premiere Int. College/Central Ave.
Quality Life Center/MLK Blvd.
Red Bones Liquor Store/MLK Blvd.
Royal Palm Lodge # 512/MLK Blvd.
R&R Barbershop/Fowler Center
Sam's Food Market/Lincoln Blvd.
Sister’s Beauty Salon/Palm Ave.
Shoemaker Florist/MLK Blvd.
St. John First M.B. Church
Stars Complex/Edison Ave.
UFMBC/Naples
Unity Christian Church/Naples
Utopia Restaurant/MLK Blvd.
Utopia Barbershop/MLK Blvd.
WaWa Store/Colonial & So. 41
WaWa Store/Del Prado Blvd.
WaWa Store/South 41
Wellcare/Palm Beach Blvd.
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Editorial Disclaimer: The views expressed in these editorials are those of the authors and
do not necessarily reflect the views of the The Community Press Of Florida, Inc.

GUEST EDITORIALS

The LOVE That Never Ends…
Happy Mother’s Day!

By Constance White

We do not always have
the words we want to express our LOVE for our
mothers. They are the
women that raised and
shaped us, supported our
wildest dreams or just listened. Our mothers wanted
us to be our better selves. It
is beyond the biological
realm where we find closeness.
Every year in May, we
remember and celebrate
these precious women. We
do not forget their sacrifice
and unconditional love.
Our Nanas, Big Mama,
Granny, Mother and other
names we give to those who
are dear to our hearts…our
love for them is everlasting
throughout the years. A
bouquet of flowers, a handmade gift, a special dish of
food, or more quality time
spent together will lift the
fond memories of the past.
What awesome lessons
we have learned from our
mothers,
grandmothers,
aunts and Big Mama. The
following quotes are ex-
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pressions of love and gratitude:
“My grandmother, Lillar
Johnson, was the best
teacher that I had in my life
as she truly taught me the
lessons that led to my personal, spiritual and professional foundation.
She
stressed to me that education was the key to success
and I have attempted to
pass that message on to not
only my own children, but
to thousands of students
with whom I have come in
contact. I communicate to
students today that when
they have a grandmother
raising them, they are

blessed because they do it
for love and not obligation.”
–Carl Burnside, Principal
of Dunbar High School
“Over the years, I have
learned a lot from my
mother. Lessons that I will
never forget. She taught me
to always do my BEST and
if you start something, finish it.” –Diane Spears,
Nursing Director at Lee
Health System
“Mama was my greatest
teacher, a teacher of compassion, love and fearlessness. If love is sweet as a
flower, then my mother is
that sweet flower of love.”
–Stevie Wonder, Entertainer
If your mother is still living, do not forget to say
thank you to her on
Mother’s Day. Perhaps the
memories of your mother
who passed is a constant reminder of the legacy she left
behind. Cherish those moments that brought you happiness. Just because our
mothers may be gone in
person, does not mean she
is gone in our hearts. The
LOVE never ends…Happy
Mother’s Day!

The Economic Disparity
of Racism

By Audrea Anderson

The subject of racism in
America continues to gain
momentum as racial wealth
gap research abounds. One
study by the Brookings Institute found that the net
worth of the median white
household is ten times that
of the median Black household. The gap is the direct
result of discrimination, not
choices individuals make.
This devastating discrimination is embedded in the
system via rules, ordinances
and laws of this country. An
April News-Press letter to
the editor alleges that there
is no systemic racism in this
country.
Perhaps a simple definition of the term is helpful:
systemic racism is a specific form of racism embedded within the laws of our
society. It treats African
Americans and whites differently, by law; in other
words, the two groups have
different levels of access to
goods, services and opportunities.
Returning veterans of
World War II clearly
demonstrates
systemic
racism and how it widens
the wealth gap. The Ser-
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vicemen’s Readjustment
Act was signed into law by
President Roosevelt in
1944; benefits for veterans
included college tuition,
low-cost home loans, and
unemployment insurance.
Also known as the GI Bill,
its purpose was to help returning World War II veterans economically. It did
help white veterans but discriminated against 1.2 million Black veterans.
The house a family purchases is the biggest financial
investment
most
middle-class families make.
When African American
veterans sought to purchase
a brand new, well-built
house in the suburbs, they
were refused. Levittown, a
huge housing development

built specifically for returning veterans, refused to sell
to African Americans. Federal governmental agencies,
the Veterans Administration
(VA) and the Federal Housing Administration (FHA),
included racial promises in
each deed, which confirmed
the community’s segregation. Now that’s systemic
racism!
African Americans were
forced to live in government
projects with no opportunity
for home investment. The
wealth gap widened as systemic racism ruled the day
for these men who had
risked their lives for democracy in their beloved country – America. To the author
of the April letter to the
News-Press editor asserting
that there is no systemic
racism in America, how do
you make that assertion in
the face of federal housing
discrimination. Remember,
the economic impact of that
white advantage in the
1940s to the mid ‘50s is felt
today. Those houses were
passed down to generations
and appreciated in value,
further increasing not only
the wealth gap, but the gap
in healthcare, education,
Continued on Page 10
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C O N G R AT U L AT I O N S !
Fort Myers Fire Department Holds Promotion and Awards Ceremony
THE COMMUNITY PRESS
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City of Fort Myers Fire
Department held its Promotion and Award Ceremony
for 2020 at the Downtown
Firehouse on Jackson Street
last Friday, April 30th. Last
year's ceremony was suspended because of COVID.
With the help of a volunteer
committee called the "Firehouse Wives", the firehouse
bay area was transformed
and ready for family and

friends to gather to finally
see their loved ones formally pinned.
All those pinned were
2020 promotion candidates
or newly hired.
The first pinning was
that of Fire Chief Tracy
McMillon. He was confirmed in 2020 as the new
Ft. Myers Fire Chief. The
other positions pinned were
Deputy Chiefs, Assistant

Chief, Division Chief, Fire
Marshal, Assistant Fire
Marshal, Battalion Chiefs,
Fire Training Manager, Fire
Inspectors, Captains, Engineers and Firefighters.
Special Recognition
Firefighter of the Year:
Engineer Oliver Castellanos
Paramedic of the Year:
Engineer Drew Demond
Dedicated
Service
Award: Engineer Oliver

Castellanos, Inspector Tyler
Daniels and Pastor Jon
Zehnder

MAY 2021

Other
recognition
awards were the Unit Citations, Recognition Certifi-

cates and the Phoenix
Award. Photos by Jacquie
Matthews Williams.
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LOC AL
“Dirty Red” and Joe North
on “Lee Pitts Live”
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MAY 9

MAY 16

Tisha & Toya, Co-Hosts,
“What's Going on Lee Pitts Live”

Christina Bellamy, Senior Program Coordinator,
STARS Complex

MAY 23

MAY 30

Teasha Green, C.E.O.,
Something Blue

MAY 2021

Michelle Christie, V.P.
Regional Financial Wellness, Regions Bank

(Top Photo): Atty. Joe North, “Dirty Red”, Lee Pitts.
(Bottom Photo): Frank Lini and Lee Pitts

To be a guest or advertise on Lee Pitts Live, visit LeePittsLive.com
or call 877-830-0391

On May 9th , two giants
in their fields Javan “Dirty
Red” Walker, president,
Dirty Red Production, Inc.
and Attorney Joe “Senator
of Dunbar” North, owner,

The North Law Firm will sit
down for an exclusive interview with veteran TV talk
host Lee Pitts, creator and
executive producer Lee Pitts
Live on FOX 4 at 8:30 AM.

The show also streams
worldwide at wwwfox4now.
com.
Must be the music? Yes
it’s the music and it’s a huge
hit produced by “Dirty Red”
with superstar rapper Frank
Lini dropping the hypnotic
lyrics on the hit TV and
radio commercial “Go Joe!
Go Joe!” You can’t go anywhere in Southwest Florida
without hearing the beat and
seeing heads bopping to the
hit like it’s a Soul Train
Music Award winner. The
song, which advertises the
firm’s great work in accidents and negligent security
cases, is also a social media
sensation. Now, it has captured the ear of Lee Pitts
Live and will be discussed
on the show.
“The collaboration of
these three Fort Myers legends on this outstanding
music project really impressed me. Long before the
song went public, I got a
chance to listen to it and immediately knew it could be
special,” states Pitts. “I
think the viewers will learn
a lot when we discuss the
creative process of how all
this came to be and get to
meet the creators up-close”,
says Pitts.

The Community Press is looking forward to
celebrating your graduation and academic
accomplishments in our June 2021 edition.
Hand Selected Top Quality Merchandise

* Clothing * Shoes * Jewelry
* Wigs & Weaves * Designer Masks
* Electronics * Books * Furniture *
Household Items & Much More!

Well Known Name Brands & Manufacturers

Open Tues. - Sat. 10am - 6pm

239-887-4543

1960 Velasco St., Suite J-5,
Fort Myers, Florida 33916

High School, College, Technical School and all others
are encouraged to send us your 2021 graduation
photos.
Please include your name, school, future
endeavors and any academic honors.
Send photos and information to:
thecommunitypressfla@gmail.com
Deadline for submission is
Monday, May 24, 2021.

MAY 2021
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Ishmell Johnson, Jr.
4/4/21

Stonewall Jackson Howard
4/11/21

Kevin Girard Palmer, Jr.
4/24/21

M E M O R I A M

Treasure James
4/5/21

Michael Tyrone Johnson
4/8/21

Albertha Virginia Jackson
4/10/21

Dwayne Eddie Hicks, Jr.
4/10/21

Eloise Williams
4/16/21

Jennifer Lavette Shird
4/18/21

Eugene Anderson White, Jr
4/21/21

Eliezar Carmen Pruitt
4/23/21

Barbara Ann Capece
4/28/21

Renell Woolbright
4/28/21

Clyde James Moore (Battle)
4/29/21

Lloyd Leon Ford
4/29/21

LOC AL
Fox 4 Lee Pitts Among SWFL 2021 Community Humanitarian Honorees
THE COMMUNITY PRESS
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Lee Pitts, Joe North and Rev. William Glover

Lee Pitts

The SWFL Lee County
Honors Event honors community humanitarians who
have influenced and made
significant contributions to
improving the lives of resi-

dents who live and work in
Lee County. This unique
event was huge success as it
honored some of the most
outstanding philanthropists,
donors and humanitarians

in Southwest Florida on
April 8th at the Brotherhood
of Heroes Resource Center
and Museum.
Michael Chatman, President & CEO, Cape Coral

Community Foundation,
and Dr. Carol Rae Culliton,
Founder, Brotherhood of
Heroes Resource Center &
Museum, teamed up to
honor 'The 2021 Southwest
Florida Humanitarians of
the Year.’ "The stories of
this year's honorees are
filled with compassion, and
warm the hearts of others
everyday through acts of
kindness. The honorees are
beautiful and heart-warming people who freely-give

hope and encouragement.
They remind us that something incredible happens
when giving becomes your
own idea, not something
you do out of duty or obligation. Their examples of
giving, service and generosity bring out the giver inside
us all." News Press Editor,
Cindy McCurry-Ross was
the Emcee. Honorees were:
Wayne Kirkwood - President, Kirkwood Electric
Lee Pitts - Media Per-

sonality | Lee Pitts Live on
FOX-4
Gloria Tate - Realtor |
Raso Realty B
Brian Rist - Chairman |
Storm Smart
Dylan Zsebe, Owner,
Zsebe & Associates
Chris Spiro - Chief Creative Officer at Spiro & Associates
Photos by Jacquie
Matthews Williams.

In Loving Memory

omas Jeﬀerson “TJ” Gary
Missing You!

One year, May 11 2020
“Your wings were
ready but our hearts
were not”
Rest in Heavenly Peace
THE GARY FAMILY
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LEE COUNTY SCHOOLS
THE COMMUNITY PRESS

Franklin Park Elementary School To Be Rebuilt

The School District of
Lee County is starting the
bidding process that will
lead to the tearing down
and rebuilding of Franklin
Park Elementary School.
The Florida Department of
Education has approved the
District’s plan to replace
the school rather than modernize it.
“We are so excited to
have a beautiful new campus soon that our community, families, and staff can
be proud of for many
years,” says Franklin Park
Principal Michelle Freeman. “Franklin Park will
genuinely be a Community
Partnership School! We
will be able to provide
unique services and support
to ensure student success.
We look forward to continuing to serve our community!”

begin in October 2022 after
a year of planning and design. The new school
should open in August of

MAY 2021

2024. Students will be relocated to a temporary
portable campus during the
rebuild.

FROM THE DESK OF DEBBIE JORDAN
School Board Member, District 4 Chairperson

Franklin Park Elementary opened as an all-black
school in 1958. It was converted into a middle school
in 1970 and integrated. In
1977, Franklin Park was
renovated and returned to
an elementary school.
The rebuild, pending
state approval at the time,
was one of the promises the
District made to voters if
the half cent sales tax was
approved in 2018. The project is expected to cost

around $53 million. All but
one classroom building and
the gymnasium will be torn
down and replaced. Both
remaining structures will be
completely renovated.
“The new Franklin Park
Elementary School will acknowledge the historic significance this site has
served within our community, but embolden us to
provide even more for our
students and families,” says
Chief of Operations Dr.

Ken Savage. “For the first
time in the history of Lee
County, we will be using
our partnerships with the
United Way, Lee Health,
FGCU and other providers
to incorporate community
wrap-around services on a
school campus. Franklin
Park will be a true community school. It will benefit
not just the whole child but
the whole family.”
Demolition and construction are expected to

We are finally here and
excitement is in the air. I
brought to you a month
ago or so that we would finally be ready for the rebuild of Franklin Park
Elementary School. A
briefing was held on April
13th giving an overview of
the Community Partnership School Model and the
Re-build process with next
steps.
Along with the re-build
Franklin Park Elementary
School is our first Community Partnership school
which offers many programs and services such
as, Student Supports, Family Support and School
Supports. With the 5 year
plan they will look at onsite school-based health
clinic, on-site food pantry,
individual, group, and
family counseling, enrichment activities, before and
after school activities,
Community Partnership
School
Committees,
FGCU internship programs, and Parent resource
center just to mention a
few.
We are very thankful
for our partnership with
the United Way, FGCU,
Lee Health and the great
leadership of Ms. Freeman
(Principle) who have made

Debbie Jordan

all of this possible for our
Community
WrapAround Programs.
Our campus rebuild
project timeline is as follows: Scoping to be completed by Spring of 2021,
RFQ’s – Spring 2021-Fall
2021, Design Fall 2021Winter 2022, Construction (Portable Campus)
Winter
2022-Summer
2024, Opening Fall of
2024.
Draft Scope will include Community Engagement for the Project
Vision Workshop. I will
keep you updated on as
we move forward.
If you have any question please feel free to
reach out to me at debbiej@ leeschools.net.
Your School Board
Member, District 4/
Chairperson, Debbie Jordan.

THE ECONOMIC DISPARITY OF RACISM FROM PAGE 2

and civil rights, topics for
another time.
Our local housing system in Robert E. Lee
County is based on racism.
It is no accident that Fort
Myers is one of the most
segregated cities in the
country. Early white settlers forced African Americans up the hill and across
the railroad tracks to buy
and build in what became
known as Dunbar. Governmental agencies proceeded
to redline the area, thus permanently devaluing homes.
And the wealth gap continues to widen.

As civic-minded, engaged citizens, we must educate ourselves about
systemic racism which
started with slavery and
continued through post
slavery with the Black
Codes, the Jim Crow Era,
the bucolic 50s and the turbulent 60s which produced
the Civil Rights Act of 1964
and the Voting Rights Act of
1965. Today, 47 of our 50
states are working to dilute
both! We must know history to understand how we
arrived at this wealth gap
critical point today. History
demands that we vote!

MAY 2021
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Mt. Sinai Baptist Church Celebrates Annual Men and Women Day

On April 18th Mount
Sinai Baptist Church celebrated their annual Men and
Women day event. The
theme was "Living to Fulfill Our Purpose" taken
from Romans 13:6-8. The
day was designed to honor
the men and women of the
church who put in their
time, dedication and hard
work to build up the Kingdom of God. The program
consisted of a men's program followed by an afternoon women's program.
The speaker for the
Men’s portion of the pro-

gram was brought by Rev.
Jose' Cuevas. His dynamic
message of “God’s Got
This” was taken from Psalm
34: 16-22. For the Women’s
program, the speaker was
Sister Audrey Williams
from Jerusalem Missionary
Baptist Church.
She
blessed the congregation
with a powerful message of
"Letting Your Light Shine"
taken from Matthew 5:16.
Both programs included
songs of praise, poems and
readings fit for the occasion.
We are one body in the

house of the Lord, the individual talents of both men
and women help to fulfill
the purpose of God. The
members of Mt. Sinai offer
a special thanks to our
speakers and everyone in
attendance for sharing with
us.
The Chairpersons for the
occasion were Deacon
James Butler and Sister
Mary Butler. The Co-chairs
were Deacon Robert Hicks
and Sister Cynthia McLeod.
Article by Shenika
Mann. Pictures by Mary
Butler.
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Mount Hermon Ministries

2856 Douglas Ave. Ft. Myers, FL 33916

239-334-8075

Mt. Olive African Methodist Episcopal Church

“The Church That Cares”

Dr. William and First Lady Cheryl Glover

"Having a Redeeming Influence!"
WORSHIP SERVICES

Sundays 11:00 am
Youth Church 11:00 am
Family Bible Study: Wednesdays 7:00 pm

Mt. Sinai Baptist Church, Inc.
"The Church Where We Give The MASTER Charge Of Our Life"

3105 Douglas Ave., Ft. Myers, FL 33916

Rev. & Mrs. James C. Givens, Pastor
& First Lady Roberta Givens

2044 Brown St. Ft. Myers, FL 33916

Admin Building: 2929 Price St. Ft. Myers, FL 33916
Phone: (239) 334-0591 or (239) 334-7531
Fax: (239)334-7564
Email: sjmbchurch@comcast.net

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES

Dr. Benny McLeod
Pastor

7 pm - Family Bible Study,
(Children, Youth & Adults)

St. John First Missionary Baptist Church

239-204-9346 Church Phone
239-204-9347 Church Fax

Sunday School - 9:30 a.m.
Morning Service - 11:00 a.m.
Youth Church ea. Mon.@ 6 p.m.
Prayer Meeting / Bible Study each Wed. @ 7 p.m.

2754 Orange Street, Fort Myers, FL 33916
Sunday
7:30 am - Early Morning Worship
9:30 am - Church School
11 am - Morning Worship
Wednesday
6 pm - Intercessory Prayer

Sunday Worship Services

Rev. Leon Williams,
Pastor

7:30 am & 11:00 am (Sunday school 9:30 am)

Wednesday Evening

Prayer Meeting & Bible Study 7:00 pm

Grace New Testament Church In His Blood
New Address

2087 Fountain St.
Ft. Myers, Fl. 33916

Grace Pastor Cecil Hendley: (239) 222-3338
Grace Pastor A. Addison: (239) 321-1868

Pastor
C. Hendley

Church School On Sunday Morning at 10:00am
Sunday Mornings Worship Service at 11:00am
Wednesday Night Prayer and Bible Study at 7:30pm

Weekly Ministry Schedule

Pastor
A. Addison

Sunday: Breakfast For Guests/Members................. 8:00am
Sunday: Church School (Classes for all ages).......... 9:00am
Sunday Worship........................................................ 10:30am
Tuesday: Worship Prayer - Bible Study....................7:00pm
Wednesday: Youth Ministry...................................... 5:00pm

First Assembly Cornerstone
3220 Martin Luther King Blvd
Ft. Myers, FL 33916
Office 239-337-4140

Pastors Gregory & Marjorie Ford

Sunday Service - 9 and 11 AM
Wednesday Bible Study - 7 PM

A dd Your H ouse Of Wor sh ip To Our D irec t ory For Only $ 3 0 Per Mont h

LOC AL
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Zeta Phi Beta Sorority Names
Scholarship For Loraine Davis

Loraine Davis
Loraine Davis is delighted to have a scholarship in her honor from Zeta
Phi Beta Sorority, Incorporated, State of Florida. Loraines’ pride and joy is
working with the chapter’s
youth auxiliaries and signature youth programs such
as Sir Debonaire’. She has
devoted countless hours as
an advisor for the Archonettes (high school age

girls) and the Amicettes
(middle school age girls)
and has poured love and life
lessons into numerous
young men enrolled in the
Sir Debonaire’ program.
During her tenure as an advisor, the Eta Alpha Zeta
Youth Auxiliary was noted
for their stellar service to
the local community as well
as having one of the largest
youth groups in Fort Myers.

Thee Trinity Church
Non-Denominational

Rev. Harrison Shedrick Knight,
MBA, Sr. Pastor

Worship Service Sunday 10:45 a.m.
Bible Study Sunday 10:00 a.m.
2979 Lincoln Blvd.
Fort Myers Florida 33916
Est. 1889
Phone-239-226-1983
Mailing Address:
Post Office Box 261
Ft. Myers FL 33902
Cell-239-691-6864

Loraine later went on to
serve as the Florida State
Youth Coordinator for
eleven years. During her
time in this role, she continued to elevate Zeta’s youth
within the state.
Loraine White Davis
has proudly served Zeta Phi
Beta Sorority, Inc. for over
fifty-five
consecutive
years. Loraine became a
member of Zeta Phi Beta
Sorority, Iota Alpha Chapter on the campus of
Florida Memorial in St.
Augustine, Florida. Upon
graduation from college,
Loraine Davis returned
home to Fort Myers to assist with chartering the Eta
Alpha Zeta Chapter. She
has served the sorority in
numerous capacities, such
as; President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer
and numerous committee
chairs. She served alongside several notable Zetas
who also believe, the youth
of today are the leaders of
tomorrow. Mrs. Davis was
inducted into the Florida
State Hall of Fame in 2010,
an honor which is well deserved.

Arthur Addison

Unity Christian Church To
Offer Three ArthurAddison
Scholarships

Unity Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ) announces the availability of
three $1,000.00 scholarships, provided by the
Arthur Addison Memorial
Scholarship Fund.
Applicants for the scholarship must be a Lee
County African American

high school senior with a
minimum 2.75 GPA, and
who can demonstrate financial need.
Applicants will be required to provide one
teacher reference and write
a minimum 500 word essay
on the topic, The Value of a
College Education.

Beginning May 1, 2021,
applications may be obtained from the pastor of
your church, or by calling
Unity Christian Church at
239-334-1222.
Applications MUST be
returned by May 31, 2021.

Find The
Church Of Your
Choice In The
Community
Press Worship
Directory

A dd Your H ous e Of Wors h ip To Our D irec t ory For Only $ 3 0 Per Mont h

LOC AL
Blended Cultures Presents Second Annual SWFL Spring Fest
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ing, music and the spoken
word. Vendors were on site

Blended Cultures presented its second successful
SWFL Spring Fest. Saturday, April 17th in Lehigh
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Acres was the place to be
for an amazing day filled
with the best in food, fashion, fun, family, community

and entertainment. Families
brought out their lawn
chairs and sat in comfort as
they enjoyed singing, danc-

Happy Mother’s Day!

with goods that spanned
from oils, books, jewelry,

arts and crafts, sweets and
delicious treats.

O U R FA I T H B A S E D C O M M U N I T Y
Mt. Hermon Celebrates Dr. Glover’s 24th Pastoral Anniversary
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When it comes to showing love and appreciation for
their Pastor, Shepherd and
community activist, nothing
stops the staff, members and
friends of Dr. William
Glover of Mt. Hermon Ministries, not even a pandemic!
Dr. Glover celebrated his
24th Pastoral Anniversary as
Senior Pastor, Teacher,
Leader and Spiritual Father
to many at Mt. Hermon
Ministries. And though one
might think pandemic restrictions would limit the
celebration, not so! Glover’s
celebration was nothing less
than spectacular! The sanctuary was full with large
photos of members and their
families on seats where they
would normally sit.
After a service of praise,
worship and inspirational
message from Dr. Phil
Philips, Dr. Glover and First
Lady Cheryl were presented
with words of appreciation,
gifts and the spoken word.
This however, was not the
end. As Glover and his wife
stepped
outside,
they
stepped into a balloon paradise with King and Queen
Chairs of honor and a parade
of cars with members and
friends, flanking the street
for a Happy Anniversary
Drive-By. Cars with signs,
balloons and gifts greeted
the couple to show their love
and appreciation.
And yet, this was not the

end. Dr. Glover’s special anniversary request was to
have a home-style, Sunday
after Church Dinner cooked
by Yes Chef, Richard Smith.
Request granted! Glover
said, “My anniversary dinner was the best ever. We
had ox tails, mac n cheese,
yellow rice, collard greens,
chicken in white sauce for
Cheyl, and an unnamed
bread product! The meal was
delicious and the family was
thoroughly satisfied!”
Glover ended the day
with thanks, “Today was an
amazing celebration of my
24 years of Pastoral Ministry
at Mount Hermon Ministries. This was no small
task as I am not easy to surprise. To the Board of Directors, thank you for trusting
the voice of God as he
speaks thru me and helping
to advance the mission and
vision as it unfolds. To Dr.
Phil Phillips for a powerful
and on point word of affirmation for our post pandemic shift, and to our
amazing Mount Hermon
Ministries church staff, volunteers, members and
friends - you made this a
wonderful day of honor and
celebration. Cheryl and I are
humbled and grateful to do
ministry and life together
with you! I will rest well
tonight and ready myself to
continue the work tomorrow.”
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Scottish Rite Masons-PHA Hold Second Annual Golf Tournament

A Message from The Prince Hall Freemasons
On behalf of the Scottish Rite Masons-PHA (Prince
Hall Affiliation), of Southwest Florida, we say thank you,
to our sponsors, donors, golfers and volunteers for sup-

Photos by Jacquie Matthews Williams.

Again, thank you.
porting our 2nd Annual Golf Tournament to benefit the
Overseer, Grand Inspector General Andrew L.
American Cancer Society, at the Lake Venice Golf Club
in Venice Florida. With your help we are able to be a Jordan,33° and Commander-In-Chief, Grand Inspector
General Harrison S. Knight, 33°.
blessing to others.
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THE LESSON PLAN

Right, Fair and Just!

By Gwynetta Gittens

Lee County School Board
District 5

“If you see something
that is not right, not fair, not
just, you have a moral obligation to do something
about it.”
John Lewis

The quote by John Lewis
has been my mantra since
being elected to the school
board of Lee County. I remember my days as a high
school teacher and hearing
my students say, "I won't be
a snitch" and explaining to
them that sometimes it is
your duty to help others by
sharing what you know. It is
not easy, it is sometimes
scary and often very lonely,
but it is the right thing to do.
What is something that is
"not right": Students not receiving the same equitable
resources.
What is not fair: Students
being educated in sub par
conditions; e.g. 20-year old
portable classrooms with
unsafe walkways and exposed insulation.
What is not just : Millions of tax dollars being
spent to enhance areas that
have 18% growth while
areas with 66% growth are

Gwynetta Gittens

deprived of their basic tools
for success.
If I sit in my seat on the
dais and say and, do nothing, I am guilty of complacency, not doing my job. If
you are aware of the not
right , unfair and not just
conditions and do nothing,
are you complacent as well?
Our children cannot afford
for any of us to be complacent, it is their future we are
dealing with. You can use
your voice to advocate for
what are right , fair and
just . You do have a voice,
an opinion, and a right to be
heard.
In the past few weeks the
school board has seen more
interest and participation in
the work of educating children than I have seen since I
have been on the board. The
district has no choice but to

listen and act especially
when is comes from the collective voice of The community/Taxpayers
that
allow us to work for them
on behalf of all the children.
What can you do Be
Present in mind, body and
thought. Be observant of
what is being said and done
about the education of our
children? Be involved; attend board meetings, watch
meetings on YouTube Lee
Schools TV. Share your
voice in an email to BoardOffice@leeschools.net.
Participate at a school, you
don't have to have children
there, we have plenty of students that would love to
hear you read or talk to
them. Write letters of encouragement to staff and
teachers. Thank a Teacher or
Staff member, let them
know they are appreciated
and valued. There are a lot
of opportunities for the
words Great Job to be spoken. They need to hear
from you. You can help, you
do have a voice and we need
an entire choir, not a solo.
Eccl. 4:7-12: “Two can
resist an attack that would
defeat one and a rope of
three cords is hard to
break.” Gwynetta Gittens
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77th Annual Dunbar Easter Parade (Part 1)

Hundreds lined the
streets of the Dunbar communityat 3:00pm on Sunday, April 4, 2021 to view
floats, marchers, decorated
cars, music, walkers and
much more of the Dunbar
Easter Parade in its 77th
year of holiday presentations.
This long time annual
tradition began as the brain
child of Evelyn Sams-

Canady, founder of the
Dunbar Easter parade that
has continued year after
year as her legacy.
Evelyn Sams-Canady, a
native Floridian from
Archer, dedicated her life
to the service of young and
old alike in the Dunbar
community.
Ms. Canady, as she was
so lovingly called by many
in her later years, attended

the historical Williams
Academy through the 8th
grade (as far as a black student could go at that time)
and moved to Tallahassee,
Florida to complete her
high school education. She
eventually returned to Ft.
Myers with a college degree and taught at the
Williams Academy and
Franklin Park Elementary
Schools.

Although Ms. SamsCanady has an abundant
history of great and pioneering works within this
community, she is best remembered for her efforts in
the founding of the Dunbar
Easter Club in 1945.
The Easter Parade is coordinated by The Dunbar
Festival Committee.
Photos by Jacquie
Matthews Williams.
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77th Annual Dunbar Easter Parade (Part 2)
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By Ellie Peterson

Five Fort Myers friends
ranging in age from 74-87
are acting like teenagers,
constantly reaching for
their phones when their wee
jingle alert notifies them of
a message.
Some twenty odd years
ago, by chance, the group
began forming. Close
friendships were developed,
and a family of friends
emerged who now call
themselves the Five Friends
Forever (FFF). Pre-pandemic, they enjoyed lunch
outings and birthday cele-
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ASK THE EXPERT
Five Friends & Their Wee Jingle Alerts

Ellie Peterson

brations with gifts, flowers,
cards, hugs, and kisses.
Voicing their opinions on
hot current events stimulated their conversations.

The FFF’s share many
views and values. They admire and encourage activism on current political
issues. Two friends are past
presidents of the Democratic Women’s Club. Some
of them took part in the Lee
County Pulling Together organization, a group organized
to
improve
communications between
Blacks and Whites in the
Fort Myers area. One extra
special relationship formed
when the two friends realized they were living a few
hundred miles away from
each other, growing up in

the South in the late 50’s. At
that time, they would not
have met due to segregation. A bonus is seeing each
other at the All Faiths congregation gatherings.
These cherished times
involved more laughter and
gaiety than talking. Sadness
at the death of a spouse, illnesses and physical challenges bring them closer
together. Not apart. They
rallied around the person
going through the difficulty.
Spending time at the hospital with a friend in recovery
was standard procedure.
Joining a friend waiting for
AAA to come and fix a flat
tire is considered fun. They
are resilient. And the pandemic has not stopped
them. They continue to
deepen their connections in
new and exciting ways.
The FFF’s found an
awesome way to counter
the inherent pandemic
changes that brought isola-

tion, social distancing, and
loneliness: texting! One
friend is the group’s technology
expert,
troubleshooting the problems
they encounter. With her
help, another friend upgraded from a tracking
phone to a smart phone.
Some were skeptical about
texting. How could it possibly be a substitute for in
person gatherings? To their
surprise, they are learning
more about each other and
find the experiences delightful.
Their wee jingle begins
early with a good morning
post welcoming in the new
day. Then throughout the
day, texts arrive announcing
someone’s daily joys and
concerns, jokes, news and
their opinions of it, snapshots of their families and
even the weather. They recommend books, television
programs, and news reports.
The range is so enjoyable,

MAY 2021

and they never know from
one day to next, what is
going to pop up. Getting
texts throughout their day is
constant. Everyone can be
as engaged as they want to
be. Although if someone
misses a day or two, she is
contacted to be sure there is
no major problem.
One friend fully understands how people can text
and be closer, more open,
and supportive. What surprised her was getting to
know more about everyone’s families. Every
evening, a faithful good
night text with a warming
graphic ends the day.
Each woman contributes
in her own way. Love and
kindnesses are felt as their
friendships grow. A richness
now exists within each one.
It would not be there without the pandemic and their
creative solution to staying
connected. They do dream
of getting together in person
again. Lunch together
would be nice! Meanwhile,
they are certainly Not
Alone!
For more information or
to contact Ellie Peterson
visit: ellie@powerpositiveworkouts.com; or www.ppworkouts.comterson
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On Jan. 19, 2021, the Fort Myers City Council made great strides in creating more affordable housing for the city when the council unanimously approved the Towles Garden Development
Agreement to build 140 units of affordable and attainable housing for home ownership. This agreement, the first public/private affordable homeownership partnership for the city in decades, was
forged between two principle entities: Frankie Jennings, CEO of FJ Services, Sales and Marketing, Inc. (FJSSM), and Robert Macfarlane, developer for Towles Garden LLC.
Towles Garden is an affordable and attainable home development featuring 140 architecturally innovative multi-family townhouses and villas with pedestrian-friendly sidewalks and “green
space” common areas. Towles Garden is located on Veronica Shoemaker Boulevard and Highland Avenue in East Fort Myers, where there is a demonstrably high demand for more—and better—
affordable housing. It is being developed as a great place to Live … Work … Play.
Catalyst for Revitalization
As articulated by Frankie Jennings, CEO of FJSSM, “There is a strong community involvement component to the project designed to facilitate our ‘Planning With People Concept,’ as this is not
intended to be a ‘one-off’ project. We envision the development of Towles Garden Townhomes as being the catalyst for the revitalization of the entire Dunbar/East Fort Myers community.”
Macfarlane has a wealth of experience and an outstanding reputation in Southwest Florida. In addition to his portfolio of luxury high-rises constructed in Fort Myers—St. Tropez, Riviera, Beau
Rivage, Campo Felice—his portfolio also includes Colt Gateway, a historic preservation and redevelopment project in Hartford, Conn. Towles Garden is near and dear to his heart because of the
homeownership opportunity that it affords to low- and moderate-income families.
“The site must include 51 percent affordable and 49 percent attainable residential units,” says MacFarlane, noting that “affordable” is 80 percent of the average median income levels of
residents in the Fort Myers – Cape Coral area. “What makes the development affordable and attainable is the land donated from the City of Fort Myers, tax increment financing grants, PACE
funding, down payment assistance, home buyer assistance programs, permitting and impact fee reductions and more.
Wealth Development for the Home Buyer
With the above-listed subsidies, a qualified buyer can reap one outstanding benefit almost immediately—the ability to start building wealth by accumulating home equity almost as soon as
a home is purchased. “In other words, this project allows wealth development for the home buyer because they get something of quality while entering the marketplace at a reduced price,” says
Macfarlane. Towles Garden is designed to help people get ahead who could not traditionally afford a home.
The single-family-owned residential units will range from 1,100 to 1,500 square feet, be pedestrian and child-friendly, include a park with benches and pavilions for events, and provide a variety
of styles and price ranges. “The energy-efficient one-, two- and three-bedroom villas and townhomes offer a quality product replete with wealth, stability and beauty while stabilizing and
rebuilding the neighborhood,” states Macfarlane. The stylish three-bedroom villas and two-bedrooms-with-loft townhomes all have two bathrooms and full kitchens.
Phase I of the construction is scheduled for completion by the end of 2021. Phase II will be completed by the end of 2022. Phase III of the Towles Garden project is planned to be finished by
2023. A showcase model will be built and finished by late June or early July of this year. The proposed main entrance for the community will be located on Highland Avenue.
Participation in SWFL Black Expo
Recently, FJS/TG participated in the SWFL Black Expo at the Edison Mall on April 9 to 11. The Expo was a huge success and afforded the FJS/TG marketing team the opportunity to generate
interest in Towles Garden and to gather contact information of individuals interested in owning one of the 140 available villas or townhomes with state-of-the-art amenities.
Towles Garden Sales and Information Center
The Towles Garden Sales and Information Center has opened at 2774 First St. in Fort Myers. The Center is a key element in the project's success. Some of the services offered consist of the
following: Home Buyer Assistance (down-payment support, mortgage subsidies, buydowns, and related programs), Home Ownership Counseling, Credit Education/Repair, MBE/DBE Sub-Contractor
Sign-up, and Community Organizing and Outreach.
A team with a combination of expertise in all areas of home ownership has been assembled to provide an aggregated support system to facilitate the home-buying process for individuals.
The center also serves as a sign-up location for subcontractors interested and qualified to bid on the Towles Garden Construction Project. Center services are also available to residents of the
neighborhood.
FJ Services and Sales has scheduled several upcoming events to market this project. The company has teamed with the award-winning Lee Pitts Live TV show to present a series of interviews
and informational commercials to market Towles Garden to interested buyers. On May 7, Lee Pitts will film his popular show at the Towles Garden Sales and Information Center. Presenting his show
at the venue will give others an overview of the location, displayed images of the villas’ and townhomes’ interior as well as an exhibit showing a glimpse of local history.
The Dunbar/East Fort Myers area possesses a plethora of heritage that is not widely publicized. Both parties, FJ Services, Sales and Marketing and Towles Garden LLC have a keen interest in
preserving the rich legacy embedded in this neighborhood. Along these lines, the project will work closely with the Lee County Black History Society to identify and incorporate the many historic
accomplishments and legacies of outstanding local figures.
Groundbreaking Not to Be Missed
On May 18, an informative and fun-filled groundbreaking event for the entire community will be held at the Towles Garden site on Veronica Shoemaker Boulevard and Highland Avenue. Invited
dignitaries and other involved individuals will be on the roster. FJS ambassadors will be available to give attendees more information about the Towles Garden Development as well as the in-house
brokerage firm, My-Canvas Real Estate. Its agents will be on site to answer questions and sign up prospective homebuyers.
It is important to note that a limited number of homes (140) are available. Pre-qualification of buyers is taking place now! This “deal” will generate a lot of interest and attract many people
wanting to own a quality home at an affordable price. Interested home buyers should claim their space as soon as possible.
Visit the Towles Garden Sales and Information Center at 2774 First St. in Fort Myers or call 239-332-0744.
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Dunbar Festival Committee and Lee County Black History Society
Host Southwest Florida Black Expo At The Edison Mall

Through the vision and
efforts of Alremia DeMarshawn Diggs, Dunbar Fes-

tival Committee and the
Edison Mall staff, the inaugural SWFL Black Expo

was held on Friday, April
9th – Sunday, April 11th at
our own Edison Mall.

Black Expo provided
over fifty small minorityowned businesses the op-

portuniy to get the exposure
they deserve while helping
to educate our citizenry on

information about services
provided by governmental
agencies and private entities.
Lee County Black History Society and the
Williams Academy Black
History Museum were extremely proud to be part of
this wonderful endeavor.
Our pop-up Museum featured exhibit collections on
Black
Women
Who
Changed America, Black
Lives Matter and African
musical instruments.
Over two hundred visitors to our pop-up received
information and invitation
to visit Williams Academy
Black History Museum, located at 1936 Henderson
Ave., Fort Myers, Florida.
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Pulitzer Prize-Nominated “Race” by David Mamet Opens

(Top right photo) Susan (Cantrella Canady) looks on as lawyers Jack (Michael Massari) and Henry (Lemec Bernard) watch Charles
Strickland (Brian Linthicum) write out his statement.

Exciting news from the theater
- the Pulitzer Prize-nominated
Race by David Mamet opens April
a30th - May 15th. Here is an excerpt - the full press release is
copied below. The Lab follows all
CDC guidelines, so the seating is
socially distant, and masks are still
required at all times.
The case is anything but black
and white. Charles Strickland is a
wealthy white businessman
charged with assaulting a young
black woman. He says they had a
relationship. She says he raped her.
Lawyers Jack and Henry must de-

cide whether or not to take his
case. The simmering tensions continue to build until they threaten to
engulf everyone. David Mamet
turns the spotlight on what we
think but can’t say, revealing dangerous truths and sparing no
punches.
Artistic Director Annette Trossbach says, “Pulitzer prize-winning
playwright David Mamet gives us
a provocative examination of guilt
and prejudice in this compelling
crime drama. Director Sonya McCarter has carefully guided our actors through a legal case that is a

veritable minefield of simmering
racial tension.”
This show features strong adult
language and mature themes.
Directed by Sonya McCarter,
this show features Michael Massari as Jack, Lemec Bernard as
Henry, Cantrella Canady as Susan,
and Brian Linthicum as Charles
Strickland.
DATES:
Performance dates are:
April 30th at 8 pm.
May 1, 6, 7, 8, 13, 14, 15 at 8
pm
May 2, 9, 15 at 2 pm.

Tickets are $28 each or $10 for
students with valid student IDs.
Seating is limited and sold by section for safety. For tickets, please
call the box office at 239.218.0481
or online at www.laboratorytheaterflorida.com.
Thanks for your continued support of The Laboratory Theater of
Florida. We could not do what we
do without you!
COVID NOTES:
For the protection of our cast,
which will not be masked during
the performance, we require that
all patrons wear their masks over

C O N G R AT U L AT I O N S !

their noses and mouths during
their entire stay at the theater. Our
seats are spaced following current
CDC regulations and may not be
moved or adjusted. All theater surfaces are professionally coated
with a specially developed antimicrobial sanitizer, and temperatures
will be recorded upon check-in;
guests with elevated temperatures
will not be admitted. For further
information on what the theater is
doing to keep its casts, crews, and
guests safe, please visit the website and review the pandemic protocol.
ABOUT THE LABORATORY
THEATER OF FLORIDA
The Laboratory Theater of
Florida, a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization, is dedicated to the promotion of the performing arts,
through live performance, education, community outreach, experimentation, and the development
of ensemble work. The company
features ensemble productions,
produces classic works, takes
artistic risks, which both feature
and challenge local performers.
For more information, visit
www.LaboratoryTheaterFlorida.c
om or the physical location at
1634 Woodford Avenue, in the
Fort Myers River District.

LaKeesha Allen-Thomas Earns Bachelor of Science Degree
LaKeesha
Allen-Thomas

She is a new wife.
Mother of two. Choreographer. The "Debbie Allen" of
SW Florida. And now she
can add COLLEGE GRADUATE to her titles.
LaKeesha Allen-Thomas
celebrated tonight at The
“Q” with family and friends
as she received earlier her
Bachelor of Applied Science
Degree in Supervision and
Management from Florida
Southwestern State College.
Congratulations, LaKeesha!
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Church/Divine Nine Community Vaccination Serve Day
When: Saturday May
8th, 2021 from 12:00 pm to
4:00 pm
Where: Campus of
Mount Hermon Ministries,
2856 Douglas Street, Fort
Myers FL, 33913
Why: Mount Hermon
Ministries has served as a
faith based coronavirus
vaccination center
Since February 6th 2021
for purpose of closing the
disparity gap in vaccine
distribution by assuring that
dedicated doses of vaccine
found its way into black
and brown arms.
Collaborating with 22
different community Pastors and congregations, we
have coordinated 8 vaccination clinics (2 of those
clinics in partnership with
Mt. Olive AME Church),
and accounted for 2,500
doses of vaccine going into
the arms of grateful
community members.
Proposal: With the
State of Florida lowering
eligibility age to receive the
vaccine to 16, there is a
need to expand the involvement of trusted community
institutions to help reach
the community in order to

Rev. Dr. Williams Glover

overcome vaccine hesitancy and to build the vaccination appointment list
for the May 8th vaccine
clinic. Historically speaking, the two most enduring
institutions in communities
of color are its Churches
and its Greek Organizations. Therefore I’m proposing that community
Churches and Greek Organizations thru the National
Pan-Hellenic
Council of Southwest
Florida partner for a Community Vaccination Serve
Day.
How Many Doses:
Family Health Centers,
Southwest Florida have al-

ready agreed to provide and
administer 400 doses for
this clinic.
The Template: We already have a template that
has proven to be successful
with the churches. We seek
to incorporate our Greek
Organizations into this template and partnership.
1. Through your affiliations, family and social networks, each organization
will build a list of people
who desire to be vaccinated
but have not been able to
get an appointment. It’s important that they actually
want the vaccine and can
get to the vaccination cite
on the date of the clinic so
that there are no wasted
doses.
2. Each list must contain: name, age and phone
number. Make sure each

person understands that if
their name is on your list,
there will be a dose of vaccine waiting for them.
3. Each organization
will email the list to me at
dr.wmglover0613@gmail.c
om. I will compile a master
list and get it to the vaccine
provider.
4. Also, once the master
list is compiled, I will assign a time slot for each
Church and Greek Organization to have the people on
their list to report for their
vaccine. This is done so as
to not have the lines longer
than they need to be, reduce
the wait time, and to keep
the crowd manageable at
all times.
5. Once the Church or
Greek Organization receive
the time slot for the people
on their list, it is that
Church or Greek Organization’s responsibility to notify their people directly.
This step is vitally important to turnout and to people arriving at the right
times.
6. Again, Assure people
if they are on the list, they
will have a dose! We do not
over commit on doses!

7. For people who show
up who are not on a list, we
do not turn them a way. We
start a standby list and invite them to return during
the last half hour of vaccinations. And if there are
any doses remaining (there
typically are) then they can
get a dose in the order that
they appear on the standby
list.
8. I do not know at this
time which vaccine/vaccines will be available. I
typically tell people they
will find out on the day of.
9. Community members
contact a local church who
is participating with this
initiative to get on a list. If
you do not belong to a
church, contact Mount Hermon Ministries at 239 2814096.
Volunteerism on the
Day of: 400 doses are a lot
for us. We typically do 250.
Therefore having enough
volunteers for logistical
support is vitally important
for the 4 hour duration of
the clinic. Here are some
areas where Greek Organizations can be on site the
day of and serve the community in tangible ways:

1. Set up – 2 hours before event
2. Breakdown – Post
event
3. Parking – Pre and
during event
4. Security – Pre and
during event
5. Registration – Pre and
during event
6. Ticket Collectors and
Counters – during the event
7. Ushers/Greeters –
During Event
8. Recovery Room
Monitors – During the
Event. Must be licensed
RN or LPN.
Thank you all for your
interest in this proposal. I
think this is an amazing
way for Churches and
Greek Organizations to join
forces to serve our community in order to preserve
health and save lives!
Lastly, allow me to
credit
Sister
Chantel
Rhodes and the Ladies of
Alpha Kappa Alpha for
planting the seeds of this
collaboration day of service. You all are amazing!
Sincerely,
Rev. Dr. William L.
Glover
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The GIGI Market Family
Wishes Every Mother A

GIGI Meat & Grocery

3529 Dr. MLK, Jr. Blvd., Fort Myers, Fl 33916

239.332.0220

O p e n E V E R Y D AY 7 a m - 8 p m

YOU WANT SAUSAGE?
WE HAVE SAUSAGES!
Alabama Sausage * Georgia Sausage
Souse

GIGI #1 Market
Visit our new location!

2190 Ford Street, Fort Myers, Florida 33916
(formerly Neighborhood Market)

239.334.0677
HOURS:

M on d ay - Sat u rday : 7am - 8pm
Su ndays : 7am - 5pm

CONVENIENT SERVICES

Money Orders * EBT * Bill Payments * Lottery
Housing Authority Rent Payments
(Ford Street location only)
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Haitian-American Community Coalition of
SWFL Holds COVID-19 Vaccination Event

On Tuesday, April 29,
2021, the Haitian-American
Community Coalition of
SWFL
(HACCSWFL)
held a COVID-19 Vaccination Event at First Haitian
Baptist Church of Fort
Myers. Many community
members stopped by and
received the first dose of
the Pfizer shot! To that end,
the second dose of the
Pfizer vaccine will be giving on Tuesday, May 18,

2021,
from
2:00PM5:00PM at First Haitian
Baptist Church of Fort
Myers, 3106 Broadway Avenue, Fort Myers, Florida
33901.
The organization recognizes the importance of
making vaccines available
to the hard-to-reach population. Thanks to the Florida
Department of Health for
partnering with us for this
important event to keep our

community healthy! We
would like to thank our volunteers Carmen Lopez-Negron, Joann Martinez,
FHBC staff members Emmanuel Bernadette and
Cezar Mathurin. In addition, we would like to
thank Liza Ortega and
Sarah Carrillo from Molina
Health for providing water
and snacks at the event.
Photos by Jacquie
Matthews Williams.

Premier Mobile’s
“Shots In The Arm”

Premier Mobile held its
first annual Health & Fitness Fair yesterday, April
24th at Mount Hermon
Ministries. The Health &
Fitness Fair provided free
HIV test, blood pressure
checks, COVID vaccine, &
much more. Deanie Singh,
organizer said that this fair
was necessary and needed.
“Having the ability to dis-

tribute the COVID vaccine
within this community is
important. Many of our elderly don’t have internet,
transportation,
smart
phones etc to make the connection for a vaccine. Having the Premier Mobile bus
stationed here in the heart
of the community sends a
message that we are here
for them,” said Singh.

Premier Mobile would
like to thank their sponsors:
Joe North Law Firm,
Michele Hylton Terry, and
her wonderful team at the
Fort Myers Redevelopment
Agency, Lee Health,
Costco Estero/Gulfcoast
Town Center Mall and
Mount Hermon Ministries.
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Happy Mother’s Day!

Starts June 21 thru July 23, 9am to 12 noon
Monday Through Thursday
Weekly and Daily rates available
• Weekly $100 • Daily $35
Ages 6 – 17

At the Stars Complex
Training Sessions for Beginners and
Intermediate level Players to include:
• Tennis Instruction • Coordination Drills
• Fitness Conditioning • Games
To register or for more information
Please call 813-603-8874
Or email us at
MorganSportsAcademy2021@Gmail.Com
Please reserve your spot today!
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MILESTONES
Crystal Bryson Celebrates Well Earned Retirement
THE COMMUNITY PRESS

Crystal Bryson, (right)

It's official! Crystal
Bryson has traded her State
of Florida work schedule
for a life of retirement.

After 35 years of dedicated service with the state,
Crystal said it's time to turn
the clock toward the joys of

lazy days, long walks and
spending time with her
granddaughter. "I can enjoy
my mornings watching the

sun rise, calling former
coworkers for lunch and
playing school with my
granddaughter."

Family, friends and
coworkers gathered at KJ's
Grill and honored Crystal
with a well deserved retire-
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ment sendoff.
Photos by Jacquie
Matthews Williams.

Celebrating “Black Love” With Fred & Karen Watson

If you could create a definition Fred and Karen Watson, black love bold, broad and beautiful. It's passion and passionate. For Fred prayer warrior; and together they
of "Black Love" based on your travels the deepest caverns of their strong, protective, fun, faithful, and Karen; he is her rock; she is his define "Black Love". Photos by
own words, what would it be? For heart, soul and well being. It's rich, supportive and cultural. It's com- wings; he is her armor; she is his Jacquie Matthews Williams.

WEDDING BELLS
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Marquisha Heard and Jack Howard, III Unite As One

Marquisha and Jack Howard, III

Marquisha Howard, Rev. James C. Givens
and Jack Howard, III

The power of God, love and
commitment was the foundation
that set the atmosphere as Marquisha Heard and Jack Howard, III
combined their hearts as one in
marriage.
Covid might have altered their

initial wedding plans, but this couple knew what to do and where to
go. They took it to God, together.
The end result was a beautiful
garden wedding ceremony and reception at the home of Marquisha's
parents, John and Ruth Tyson. And

as Jack and Marquisha concluded
the vows they wrote to each other
with "this I vow to you," there wasn't a dry eye to be found.
Congratulations to Marquisha
Heard and Jack Howard III as they
united in marriage. The couple has

a beautiful garden wedding at the
home of her parents, John and
Ruth Tyson. Marquisha and Jack
wrote their vows and not a dry eye
to be found when they concluded
with "this I vow to you." Marquisha had to pivot when it came

to planning her wedding due to
COVID.She and Jack prayed about
it and they went forth with a beautiful outdoor ceremony and reception.
Photos by Jacquie Matthews
Williams.
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Skate Night: Falling For The Good Old Days
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Remembering the good old
days with a blast from the past was
the idea behind a skate night of fun
and laughter with friends over 40.
Sharlonda Roberts-Wilson, invited

her girls 40+ plus to a night of delight and replication of the good
old days at Raymond's Roller Rink
on Palm Beach Blvd. Raymond's
was a place where friends gathered

and had the best of times. The new
rink however, Spinz Roller Skating
on Andrea Lane was lots of fun,
but nothing like the old days. Instead of wooden floors, there was

something that looked like concrete ice; and at 40 plus, instead of
falling and springing back up, there
were hurt wrists and egg on the
back of the head. Nonetheless,

when it was all said and done, the
group unanimously agreed they
had a really great time!
Photos by Jacquie Matthews
Williams.

Shriell Warren’s “Sweet 16” Photoshoot

Sweet Sixteen is traditionally celebrated as a
coming of age and takes
place on a teenager's sixteenth birthday. Historically, the main purpose of a

sweet sixteen party is to
celebrate the person becoming "older" and entering a different stage of their
life.
Shriell Warren chose to

commemorate her coming
of age with photos highlighting her love for nature
at the Caloosa Nature Center. Her love of animals is
the passion behind the

dream of becoming a Zoologist. That dream and the
hard work put into academics, including lots of science and biology classes at
Lehigh
Senior
High
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School, resulted in Shriell's
candidacy for the National
Honor Society and the National Art Honor Society.
And, as if being an academic scholar is not

enough for this ambitious
16 year old, Shriell is a
member of the Archonetts,
a Zeta Phi Beta Sorority
Youth Auxiliary program
for young girls in high
school; a member of Mt.
Olive AME Church where
she holds an office in the
Young People's Department
and Youth Choir; and the
heartbeat of her grandparents, Elijah and Valencia
Warren. Happy 16th Birthday Shriell, you've only just
begun your journey into
greatness!.
Photos by Jacquie
Matthews Williams.
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Toya Felston, Mary Kay Sales Director, Awarded Career Car
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Not one, not two. but
three! Toya Felston, Mary
Kay Independent Senior
Sales Director, earned her
third career car in one year
of relaunching her Mary
Kay Business. On March
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19, 2020, Toya signed the
agreement to start her own
Independent Mary Kay
Consultant business. Since
that day, she's launched two
brand new Sales Directors,
resulting in their unified

success of initiating over
150 Mary Kay Consultants
from all over the United
States.
Initially, Toya decided to
relaunch her Mary Kay
Business to pay off debt that

coincided with her personal
commitment of being completely debt free before
2021. She had no idea that
saying "YES" a second
time around, especially during a pandemic would pivot

her into the Top 2% of the
Mary Kay Company. Toya
and her awesome team
earned her the use of a 2021
Chevrolet Traverse, a Premier Plus Career Car and
she's on target of becoming

a Mary Kay Pink Cadillac
Car Driving Unit!
Mary Kay is more than
makeup, and as one Sister
Sales Director always says,
"Mary Kay will make you
change your toothpaste!"
Toya extended special love
and appreciation to her personal unit: Thee C.E.O
(Christ Enriching Opportunity) Unit, Tisha Williams
and The Unshakable Faith
Unit, Reka Lashawn and
The Quiet Storm Unit and
all of her loyal customers;
without them she says,
"none of this could have
been possible."

Lena Johnson Celebrates 60th Birthday With Family & Friends

Lena Johnson
We often hear how decades makes us
younger in phrases like 40 is the new 20, 50
is the new 30 and 60 is the new 40. There
are also those who say age 60 qualifies you
as an official "Baby Boomer." Well, if Lena
Johnson has officially entered the "baby

boomer" category, she did so with the elegance of a Queen in her red carpet entrance
to celebrate her 60th birthday. Family and
friends gathered at the Tony Rotino Center in
Cape Coral on Saturday, April 10th for the
birthday celebration and enjoyed delicious

food, family fun and traveled back in time
to dance and enjoy music; when music was
good music. Surrounded by her children and
grandchildren, Ms. Johnson said the celebration was a wonderful blessing, "I am truly
blessed. God has given me beautiful chil-

dren and more beautiful grandchildren/greatgreat-grandchildren. The Lord really does
love me." Yes, he does Ms. Johnson and on
your 60th birthday, you're wonderful proof
"baby boomers" are still booming and future
projections look good!

PAGE 40

THE COMMUNITY PRESS

MAY 2021

